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Regional Community Services Information Project

The Regional Community Services Information Project is funded by the NSW Government Department of Human Service, Community Services Agency.

Through the Regional Community Services Information Project (RCSIP) we act as a peak body for the community services sector on the Mid North Coast of NSW (from Gloucester and Great Lakes in the south to Coffs Harbour in the north) through
· facilitating and coordinating collaboration and partnerships across whole of government planning, service delivery and development
· disseminating information and providing support on policy, operational and management issues to services, the sector and the broader community
· conducting  and contributing to research and policy development
· advocating on social justice and related policy issues on behalf of the sector to address disadvantage within communities.

Advocacy and Lobbying

MNCRCSD is committed to lobbying on behalf of the sector. MNCRCSD maintains representation on
· NSW Council for Social Services (NCOSS)

· NSW Forum of Non Government Agencies (FONGA)
· Mid North Coast Area Management Group  
· North Coast Regional Coordination Management Group - Human Services and Justice Cluster 

· North Coast Regional Homelessness Action Plan Committee

· Community Development Expenditure Scheme Committees

· Collaborative Research Centres Social Inclusion bid forum
· Regional Community Development Action Plan Committee
· Regional Community Development Plan Committee


Working in Partnership

The MNCRCSD is committed to working in partnership with services and agencies. We are grateful for our continuing strong relationships with

· Australian Council for Social Services (ACOSS)

· Shelter NSW

· The Australian Government Department of Health and Ageing

· The NSW Government Department of Human Services; Community Services Agency

· The NSW Government Department of Human Services; Ageing, Disability and Home Care Agency

· The NSW Government Department of Human Services; Housing NSW
· The NSW Government; Communities NSW; Office for Children and Young People

· The NSW Government; Communities NSW; Department of Arts, Sport and Recreation

· The NSW Government Department of Transport and Infrastructure

· The NSW Government Department of Premier and Cabinet
· Arts Mid North Coast

· Local Governments across the Local Government Areas of Coffs Harbour, Bellingen, Nambucca, Kempsey, Hastings, Taree, Gloucester and Great Lakes

· The Northern Rivers Regional Development Council

· The Mid North Coast Youth Forum

· Community care and human service inter-agencies and networks across the Mid North Coast

Home and Community Care Development Project

The Home and Community Care Development Project is funded by the NSW Government Department of Human Services, Ageing Disability and Home Care Agency under the Home and Community Care Program.

The Home and Community Care Development Project builds and sustains the Mid North Coast Regional Home and Community Care sector through

· supporting the continuous quality improvement of HACC funded programs and organisations in the delivery of services across the MNC 
· supporting the strengthening of capacity of the HACC service infrastructure 
· promoting and supporting the development of an effective and cohesive community care system

· strengthening community relations and the understanding of HACC
· ensuring a continuing focus on improving access and equity for the HACC Target group, with a focus on Special Needs Groups

Minimum Data Set Support Project

The Minimum Data Set Support Project is funded by the NSW Government Department of Human Services, Ageing Disability and Home Care Agency 

The Minimum Data Set Support Project (MDS) supports and assists Home and Community Care and National Disability Association services to complete the funding body’s Minimum Data Set reporting requirements and to improve the collection of quality reporting data that is used from the MDS to inform macro planning activity. The MNCRCSD Minimum Data Set Support Project supports services across the Mid North Coast, New England and Far North Coast regions of NSW.
Youth Worker Development Project

The Youth Worker Development Project is funded by the NSW Government, Communities NSW, Department of Arts, Sport and Recreation

The Youth Worker Development Project (YWD) builds the capacity of the Youth worker sector across the Mid North coast region of NSW through the provision of a two one day development workshops for youth workers (one in Kempsey and one in Taree) and the development of an innovative youth activity and resource manual for youth workers. The workshops will be held in June 2010.

Kempsey Family Community Centres

The Kempsey Family Community Centres are funded by the NSW Government Department of Human Services, Housing NSW

The Kempsey Family Community Centres (KFCC) operate from cottages at both South Kempsey and West Kempsey. The KFCC delivers a broad range of community programs in partnership with the Kempsey Community such as a Disability Dance Group, Homework Centres, Arts and Crafts Groups, Harmony Day and other indigenous celebration events and activities and groups for adults. In line with our community development philosophy, at the end of March 2010, the MNCRCSD handed over community centres to the local Kempsey community. This project is now auspiced by the Kempsey Shire Council.

South Kempsey Community Harvest Project

The South Kempsey Community Harvest Project is funded by the Australian Government Department of Health and Ageing under the Healthy Active Australia, Community and Schools Grants Program. 

The Community Harvest Project (CHP) involves the establishment of a community food garden and community kitchen on land within the grounds of the South Kempsey Family Centre. The project is being facilitated in active partnership with the South Kempsey community including local pre-schools, primary schools and high schools, TAFE and other local organisations. The purpose of the Community Harvest Project is to enable the local predominantly indigenous community to gather together for a unified and positive purpose to plant, grow, harvest and cook healthy foods and to celebrate their community. The Project is delivered with support from NSW Housing and Kempsey Shire Council. The Project will be completed at the end of May 2010 and handed over to South Kempsey Community via continuing auspicing under the Kempsey Family Community Centre.
Youth Sector Development Project

The Youth Sector Development Project is funded by the NSW Government, Communities NSW under the Better Futures Program with a funding contribution from the NSW Government Department of Premier and Cabinet
The Youth Sector Development Project (YSD) aims to better support youth across the Mid North Coast region of NSW through active consultation and partnerships with youth and youth services. The project is undertaken in the 3 parts;

Youth consultations 
In 2009 nine 1 day consultation workshops were undertaken with young people, aged between 13 and 18 years, in the 8 Local Government Areas across the Mid North Coast region. An additional consultation workshop was held in Bowraville to ensure young indigenous youth were heard. A total of 291 young people participated in the consultation process. Young people were consulted on a range of youth related issues including schooling, leaving school, youth friendly communities, safety, health and youth services.
Regional Youth Forum
In March 2010 a regional youth forum was held for youth and youth services across the Mid North Coast to feedback the results of the consultation process, to identify the strengths and needs of the youth sector and to generate regional and innovative solutions. The key areas of need identified throughout the consultation process and at the forum were the need for:
· greater and effective regional, sector and youth information exchange

· access to free mental health services that are confidential for young people

· continued attention to the existence of bullying and bullying prevention strategies for young people

· sexual assault harm minimization strategies and strategies to keep safe in general

· access to safe and affordable transport for young people particularly for those living outside regional centres

· assistance and support to access and maintain affordable housing and tenancies upon leaving home

Regional Youth Project
In the coming year MNCRCSD in partnership with Communities NSW will deliver a project to implement the outcomes of the youth consultations and forum.
Transport Projects
The MNCRCSD is funded by the NSW Government Department of Transport and Infrastructure through the Ministry of Transport to deliver a number of transport related projects
Engaging the Elders

In 2009 MNCRCSD assisted indigenous elders to access the Elder’s Olympics in Tamworth through the Engaging the Elders in the Mid North Coast, Northern Rivers, and New England North West areas project.

Area Disability Committee

MNCRCSD supports the sustainability of the Area Disability Committee through assistance for people with a disability to access the meetings and other administrative support.

Disadvantaged Transport Project

The MNCRCSD holds funds to deliver a project to assist people to develop skills to access public transport

Youth Related Transport Project

In 2010 the MNCRCSD delivered assistance for  youth to access youth related activity via assistance with transport 
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MNCRCSD Corporate Services

The MNCRCSD also delivers a range of affordable corporate services to support the community services sector including
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